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This is an extremely exciting time in the life of Florida 

A&M University College of Law.  As the College of Law 

community strives towards excellence, we are searching 

for bright, talented students who can excel with us.  

Through a rigorous admissions process, the College of 

Law seeks to matriculate an entering class composed of 

diligent, hardworking students with a broad array of talents 

and experiences who offer the strongest combination of 

qualifications and the greatest potential to contribute to 

FAMU College of Law and the legal profession.
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In 1949, Hawkins, though qualified, was denied admission to the 

University of Florida College of Law – the only public school in the state.  

The basis of the rejection – the law school did not admit black students.  

Hawkins sued for admission and lost.  

During his many appeals, the Florida Supreme Court and state legislature 

offered Hawkins two options.  He could either attend law school out-of-

state on a tuition waiver or Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University 

College of Law—created in 1951 by the state in order to avoid integration.  

Although Hawkins declined to attend FAMU on principle, the FAMU 

College of Law admitted five students in that inaugural class.  

That marked the beginning of a long journey to make the College of Law 

a premier institution of legal education, committed to leaving an indelible 

mark on the community and the world.
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Virgil Darnell Hawkins simply wanted to 

attend law school.  He had no idea that his 

ambition and perseverance would forever 

change the course of his life as well as the 

landscape of legal education in Florida and 

the nation.  Though never a student at FAMU 

College of Law, his storied past is inextricably 

intertwined with ours. 
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Steadfast in its mission, the College of Law seeks to develop legal professionals as 

community leaders who are sensitive to the needs of diverse communities in Florida, 

the nation and the world.
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› Provide a law program with high academic standards

› Produce excellent legal professionals who demonstrate  
professionalism, provide public service, enhance justice and 
promote scholarship

› Provide opportunities for minorities to attain representation 
within the legal profession

Deleso Alford Washington
Associate Professor
B.S., Southern University
J.D., Southern University
LL.M., Georgetown University

“In order to ensure culturally competent legal 
professionals, HBCU Law Schools should 
begin to define meritocracy through the lens of 
mission output.”

Commitment
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The College of Law is located in downtown Orlando, 

one of the most beautiful and dynamic cities in Florida.     

With its young and highly educated workforce, affordable 

real estate market, and established clusters in aerospace, 

clean technology, defense, life sciences, hospitality and film, 

Orlando is built for business – affording our graduates the 

opportunity to pursue a myriad of professional choices.

A racially and culturally diverse community, Orlando is 

considered not only one of the fastest growing metropolitan 

areas in Florida, but also one of the fastest growing major 

employment markets in the nation – with 24,000 company 

start-ups each year.  The diversity of Orlando’s workforce 

impacts its ability to nurture innovative thinking and offer 

residents a high quality of life. 
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Location
For Education…
Downtown Orlando is an ideal setting for the 

law school and its students.  Home to some 

of the region’s largest law firms, the Orange 

County Courthouse, the United States District 

Court for Middle District of Florida, and 

numerous state, county and city government 

agencies, this location provides opportunities 

for clinical and pro bono activities as well as 

observing legal proceedings.  

For Entertainment…
Central Florida is home to world-renowned 

attractions:  Walt Disney World…Disney-

MGM Studios…Universal Studios…

Sea World…to name a few.  The city also 

offers world-renowned performing arts 

and theatre companies, fine art galleries, 

historical museums, and a science center 

– all which contribute to a well-rounded 

cultural experience.  
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For Living…
Downtown Orlando is a place of constant 

growth, progress, and revitalization making 

it a vibrant place to live, work and study.  

Orlando offers affordable housing, a 

great year-round climate, a reliable public 

transportation system, and easy access to 

recreational and cultural activities.
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A

 B
ea

ut
ifu

l a
n

d D
y

n
a

m
ic L

oc


atio
n

Allison Kreiger Walsh
Class of 2012
Orlando native and Former Miss Florida
B.S., University of Florida
Public Relations

“Orlando is an extremely diverse 
community with a wonderful mix of 
cultures, educational opportunities, 
and entertainment venue. All of this 
helps create the unique personality 
that is Orlando, and it is a place 
I love!”
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The College of Law moved into its newly constructed facility at 201 

Beggs Avenue in the spring of 2006. The four-story, 160,400 square foot 

facility (conveniently accessible from Interstate 4), promotes collaboration, 

a sound learning environment, and a place of growth and development for 

both faculty and students.  

The facility houses a 39,000 square foot law library, 15 state-of-the-art 

classrooms, study rooms, faculty and administrative offices, practice 

courtrooms and clinics, student organization offices and a career 

development center.  New building additions include a Bookstore and the 

popular FAMU Café.

The beautiful moot courtroom serves as a 

venue for special events at the law school 

and provides students access to official 

legal proceedings including:  The Court of 

Appeals for the Armed Forces, Florida’s 

Fifth District Court of Appeals, and the 

Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals.
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The Law Library
The library is open to the law school community, 

members of the bar, and the public 100 hours per 

week during the academic semesters and has an ever-

growing collection of more than 350,000 volumes and 

microform equivalents.

The first floor includes the circulation and reference 

desks, the Florida A&M University Law Review offices 

and an extensive microforms collection.  The second 

and fourth floors house the many volumes of reporters, 

research/reference materials and law reviews. The third 

floor has a computer lab and group study rooms.

Clinical Offices
The law school’s clinic provides faculty and students 

a professional environment to work with clients and 

gain real-world practical experience.  Access to the 

clinic creates a nexus between the law school and local 

community – helping to fulfill the law school’s mission 

of serving those in need. 

Facility
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A Multicultural Student Body
Recognized as the most diverse law school in the nation by U.S.  News 

& World Report, the College of Law stands committed to helping its 

students develop their talents, professional skills and goals. 

Class composition
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Diverse

To that end, the law school offers a variety 

of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 

designed to enhance not only the study of law but, 

also, student leadership and professional abilities.  

The law school encourages the establishment of 

student organizations that broaden the educational 

experience, engage the community and create 

opportunity to cultivate relationships.
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An Engaged Faculty & Administration
Experienced practitioners.  Nationally recognized public advocates.  

Thought leaders in public education.

Strong law schools have strong faculty and FAMU College of Law 

is no exception.  Respected for their commitment to quality teaching 

and scholarship, the law school’s faculty are also equally committed 

to the educational and professional growth of our students, principle 

of justice and its role in society, and importance of ‘doing well’ 

while ‘doing good’.  

FAMU College of Law is more than a school; it is a community of 

learning.  Its size, dedication and accessibility of the faculty, and 

motivation of our students create opportunities for interaction – both 

inside and outside the classroom – rarely found at larger institutions.

Diverse
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Students at the College of Law have 
founded the following student 
organizations:

•	 American Association for Justice
•	 Asian Pacific American Law Student 

Association
•	 Black Law Students Association
•	 Caribbean Law Students Association
•	 Christian Legal Society
•	 Entertainment, Art and Sports Law Society
•	 Environmental Law Society
•	 Federalist Society
•	 Florida A&M University Law Review
•	 Hispanic American Law Students 

Association
•	 International Law Students Association
•	 Mock Trial/Trial Advocacy Teams
•	 Parents Attending Law School
•	 Phi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity
•	 Student Animal Legal Defense Fund
•	 Student Bar Association
•	 Women’s Law Caucus

Kerene Tayloe
Class of 2011
B.A., University of South Florida
Political Science

“My interest in public policy created a strong 
desire to pursue a career in Environmental Law. I 
founded the Environmental Law Society at FAMU 
and have received support and encouragement 
from the faculty and administration.”

11



12

Ever cognizant of its unique role in the community, the College of Law seeks to educate lawyers and 

future leaders imbued with a sense of purpose, commitment to service and an understanding of helping 

those in need.  Consistent with this mission, students are required to engage in significant volunteer legal 

work as a condition of graduation. 

Aside from the immediate benefit of hands-on, real 

world training, students enjoy the satisfaction of knowing 

they protected victims of domestic violence, saved an 

individual from eviction, assisted a non-profit in improving 

the economic and social well-being of low income 

communities, and assisted custodial parents in obtaining 

child support.

C
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Candice McKinley
Class of 2009
Former Public Interest Fellow, 
Florida Bar Foundation/FAMU Law Clinic
B.A., Spelman College, Psychology

“Public interest law is working for the 
interest of others unselfishly.  My work as 
a public interest fellow through the FAMU 
legal clinic was rewarding and fulfilling in 
ways I had not imagined.”

Public Service



law.famu.edu

13

Ananis Makar
Class of 2011
B.S., University of Tampa
Criminology

“Florida A & M University provides me 
with an opportunity to further my education 
so that I may help others and create change 
within the community.”

Access.  Opportunity.  Growth.  Life-long Learning.

In addition to teaching the substantive legal knowledge, 

the curriculum encourages students to be sensitive to 

matters of process, policy and principle as broader social 

concepts as well as the relationships between law and 

other disciplines.  Rooted in a commitment to public 

service, the academic program emphasizes developing 

professional responsibility and judgment, together with 

respect for the dignity of all people.

Rigor
A

c
a

d
em

ic R
ig

o
r

In the first year, students receive a solid foundation in the 

basic subject areas of the law, fundamental legal skills and 

techniques of legal analysis.  While there are some required 

courses, second and third year students choose from elective 

course offerings – designing an individualized curriculum.

The College offers a full-time day program and a part-time 

evening program of instruction, providing legal education to a 

broad range of students, from recent college graduates to working 

professionals seeking new or enhanced career opportunities.
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Experience

To properly prepare students for the practice 

of law, professional skills training and 

development courses are offered throughout 

the learning continuum.  Students hone 

essential lawyering skills in simulation 

courses, such as mediation, interviewing, 

negotiation and counseling; workshops in 

specialized areas such as domestic violence, 

environmental law, education law and policy; 

litigation courses such as trial practice and 

moot court competitions; and live-client 

experiences through clinics, pro bono work, 

and externships.  
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The Center for International Law and 
Justice (CILJ) at FAMU was created to cultivate student 

interest in human rights and freedom.  A center of excellence, the 

CILJ learning experience is unique, as it provides students with a 

substantive background in international law and foreign affairs as 

well as the application of policy in the developing world – specifically 

Africa, Asia, Caribbean and Latin America.

Lissette Shepherd
Class of 2011
International Human Rights Fellow & Summer 2009 
Intern at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR) in Arusha, Tanzania 
University of Washington, B.A., Sociology, M.S.W., 
Social Work

“As I reflect on my intern experience in Tanzania, every 
part of my day was filled with some degree of enrichment. 
The work at the ICTR and other international criminal 
courts is meaningful as it begins to set a global standard for 
humanitarian and criminal law.”

In 2008, the CILJ established an International Law Track for students interested 

in the study and practice of international and comparative law and foreign affairs. 

Students that self select to be on the International Law Track receive information 

and data on international-related events, lectures, symposia, conferences, research 

opportunities, study abroad programs, international law internships, fellowships 

and career opportunities. Approximately, 70 law students are registered to be on 

the International Law Track.

The CILJ awards an annual International Human Rights Fellowship, which provides 

scholarship and summer internship support to a student with a track record of 

public service and a keen interest or experience in international human rights law 

and international affairs.

FAMU Law students 
have also studied abroad 
in such places as

•	 Costa Rica

•	 England

•	 France

•	 Italy

•	 South Africa

•	 Spain
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Global

CILJ partnerships and internship placements include:
•	 Africa Legal Aid (Ghana, West Africa)
•	 Caribbean Court of Justice (Trinidad)
•	 Supreme Court of Ghana (Ghana, West Africa)
•	 International Criminal Court (ICC) (The Hague)
•	 International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (Arusha, Tanzania)
•	 Organization of American States (OAS) (Washington, DC)
•	 Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights (Washington, DC)
•	 The Carter Center (Atlanta, GA)
•	 Trans-Africa (Washington, DC)
•	 U.S. Department of State
•	 U.S. Intelligence Community

The CILJ also offers a new Certificate of Study in International Human 

Rights Law and Global Justice Studies, which aims to provide J.D. 

students with the opportunity to specialize in the field of international 

human rights law, global justice studies and obtain regional training in 

the law and politics of the developing world. 

  

FAMU College of Law students participate in an array of international 

activities through the Henry J. Richardson III, International Law Student 

Association (ILSA), which boasts over 30 members.

In addition, this the CILJ is sponsors the College of Law’s participation in the 

Phillip C. Jessup International Moot Court Competition, which is the largest 

international moot court competition in the world.

Each year, the CILJ sponsors an Annual Lecture on Human Rights and Global Justice 

that features noted lawyers, academicians or policy-makers who address contemporary 

human rights and global justice issues. Henry J. Richardson III, Temple University 

Beasley School of Law, delivered the first lecture in October 2008.

FAMU international law students participate in specialized lectures, symposia 

and conferences and study abroad programs, and receive assistance in obtaining 

highly coveted international law internship and fellowship opportunities.
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Alexis Carter
Class of 2009
B.S., University of Central Florida, 
Legal Studies

“From resume workshops to on-campus interviews, 
the Office of Career Placement & Development 
provided me with the framework, guidance, and 
opportunity to land the job of my dreams.”

*Alexis Carter and Dustin Myrie, Class of 2008, were two of 58 
candidates selected nationally from hundreds of applicants for active 
duty with the Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps. 

The Office of Career Planning and Placement (OCPP) is a comprehensive resource center, designed 

to assist students, recent graduates and alumni of FAMU College of Law in every phase of their 

career.  The Office provides individual assistance in preparing resumes, developing career plans and 

job search strategies, professional networking as well as assisting with interviewing skills.

The primary goals of the OCPP are to expose students to legal career options in the public interest/

service, the private sector, government, the judiciary, corporate counsel, academia and non-legal 

sectors; to serve as a placement resource; and to increase student legal employment readiness 

through educational programs including: 

•	 1Ls Orientation to Career Planning and Placement
•	 Resume and Cover Letter
•	 Interviewing Skills
•	 Networking
•	 Job Search Techniques
•	 How to Dress for Success
•	 Dining Etiquette 

Future
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Acclaim

National Jurist ranked the College of Law seventh 

in the nation for clinical offerings.  The Florida 

Supreme Court approved the College of Law as the 

site for the State’s only Death Penalty Clinic.  The 

Law Clinic received the 2007 Intergenerational 

Partnership Award (along with the town of 

Eatonville, the first all-black town to incorporate 

in the country), for its assistance with addressing 

needs of the elderly and a comparative study on the 

town’s historic preservation ordinance.



law.famu.edu

19

Pursuing a legal education is a huge investment of 

time, effort, and financial resources.  In recognizing 

its important role as a place of opportunity and 

access, Florida A&M College of Law has made 

a concerted effort to be financially accessible.  Its 

tuition rates are consistently the most affordable 

among Florida law schools, and nationally, FAMU 

Law tuition rates offer a tremendous value.

Florida A&M University offers a comprehensive 

financial aid program that includes institutional 

grants and federal loan programs to help eligible 

students meet the expenses associated with a legal 

education. These funds are awarded and administered 

by the University’s Office of Financial Aid.

Affordability
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Merit-based scholarships are available to select full-time 

and part-time students entering the College of Law.  

All admitted students are considered automatically 

for any available scholarships and need not submit 

a separate scholarship application. 

Visit www.law.famu.edu for more information.

law.famu.edu
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Admissions

5. All applicants are required to submit personal statements and at least two letters of 
recommendation. Rather than submit letters of recommendation with the application, 
applicants are encouraged to utilize the LSAC letter of recommendation service 
that is included in the LSDAS registration subscription. For admission to the fall 
entering class, applicants are encouraged to submit their applications by April 1st. 
An application file cannot be reviewed until the file is complete. Admission decisions 
will be made on a rolling basis.

Evaluation of Applications
Selection for admission is based on an evaluation of factors including:  
•	 An applicant’s score on the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) 
•	 An applicant’s cumulative undergraduate grade point average (UGPA) 
•	 An applicant’s writing ability and attention to detail as evidenced by the LSAT writing 

sample and the personal statement 
•	 The academic reputation of the applicant’s undergraduate (and/or graduate) institution 
•	 The academic rigor of an applicant’s undergraduate (and/or graduate) major(s) 
•	 An applicant’s record of community or public service 
•	 An applicant’s academic honors and personal achievements 
•	 An applicant’s work experience An applicant’s extra-curricular activities while in school
•	 The strength of an applicant’s letters of recommendation 
•	 Evidence of an applicant’s character and motivation

Apply Online 

Go to http://law.famu.edu/apply or call 407/254-3286.

1. Prior to enrollment, all applicants for admission must have received a bachelor’s degree 
from an accredited institution of higher education recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education. Upon admission, one copy of an official transcript confirming the conferral of the 
bachelor’s degree must be submitted to the College of Law prior to the start of classes.

2. All applicants must submit a completed Application for Admission, along with a 
non-refundable application fee.

3. All applicants must take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) and are responsible for 
making their own arrangements to take the LSAT. For admission purposes, we accept 
scores taken within the last five (5) years, and, for applicants with multiple test scores, 
we base our decision on the highest score. Applicants are encouraged to take the LSAT 
no later than December for admission for the following fall semester. LSAT information 
and registration may be obtained from the Law School Admission Council, (215) 968-1001 
or www.LSAC.org.

4. All applicants must register for the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS) and 
are responsible for making their own arrangements for submitting official transcripts of 
all undergraduate work to the Law School Admission Council for evaluation. Applicants 
who have completed graduate degrees must also submit graduate transcripts. LSDAS 
information and registration materials may be obtained from the Law School Admission 
Council, (215) 968-1001 or www.LSAC.org.
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The FAMU College of Law is proud to be a part of Florida 
A&M University, the largest single-campus historically 
black university in the United States both in terms of 
enrollment and in the number of baccalaureate degrees 
granted.  Founded in 1887, FAMU is a comprehensive, 
public, coeducational and fully accredited land-grant 
university offering a broad range of instruction, research, 
and service programs at the undergraduate, graduate, and 
professional levels.  Located on the highest of seven hills in 
the capital city of Tallahassee, FAMU is the third oldest of 
the nine institutions in Florida’s State University System.

Florida A&M University is an Equal Opportunity/Equal 
Access University.  Florida A&M University College of 
Law does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, 
religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital 
status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations, and 
veteran status as protected under the Vietnam Era Veteran’s 
Readjustment Assistance Act in the administration of its 
education policies, admissions and placement policies, 
and other school administered programs. 

FLORIDA A&M UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF LAW
Florida A&M University
College of Law
Office of Admissions
201 Beggs Avenue
Orlando, FL  32801
407/254-3286 (phone)
407/254-2450 (fax)
famulaw.admissions@famu.edu (email)
http://law.famu.edu (website)



Visiting the 
College of Law
Florida A&M University 
College of Law is a very 
special place with very 
special people.  But don’t 
take our word for it—come 
experience FAMU Law 
for yourself.  Schedule 
individual appointments to 
meet with an admissions 
staff member, receive a 
tour of the building, and/or 
observe a first-year course.

To schedule a visit, find out more about the 
Law School or to apply, please contact the 
Office of Admissions: 
407/254-3286 (phone)
famulaw.admissions@famu.edu (email)
http://law.famu.edu (website)

Visiting
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